






We follow the ‘Little 
Wandle Letters and 

Sounds Revised’ 
programme. 





Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend (for reading) 

Digraph Segment (for spelling)

Trigraph



Phonics lessons take place x5 a week. 
Lessons last for 30 minutes. 



Phonics lessons take place x5 a week. 
Lessons last for 30 minutes. 



Revisit and Review
• Say previous taught sounds. 
• Read word with the 

previously taught sounds in. 
• Read previously taught tricky 

words. 

Teach and Practise
• Introduce new grapheme to say previously taught 

phoneme. 
• Oral blend with the phoneme. 
• Read words with the new grapheme. 
• Explain new vocabulary. 
• Teach new tricky word. 



Practise and Apply
• Children read a sentence that contains the new 

grapheme. 
• Practise and apply their decoding and blending skills. 

• Children write words with the new grapheme. 
• Practise and apply their segmenting skills. 
• Practise writing the new tricky word. 



Year 1 Phonics Screening check will take place 
in June. 

You child will sit with their class teacher and will be 
instructed to read 40 words. These words are a mixture 

of real words and ‘alien’ words. 

They must read at least 32 words correctly to pass the 
test. 

You will be notified of their result with a letter. 



All children read with and adult x3 a week in a small group. This occurs Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. On day one the focus is ‘decoding’. The children are taught to: 

• Identify diagraphs/trigraphs and 
sounds within words.

• Blend a word to read. 
• Chuck multisyllabic words e.g. lunch -

box = lunchbox
• Understand the meaning of new 

unfamiliar words.
• Blend words in their heads to build up 

their fluency. 



All children read with and adult x3 a week in a small group. This occurs Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. On day two the focus is ‘prosody’. The children are taught to: 

• Read with expression (changing their 
voices and taking note of the 
punctuation). 

• Make the text sound exciting. 
• Build up their fluency. 



All children read with and adult x3 a week in a small group. This occurs Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. On day three the focus is ‘comprehension’. The children are 
taught to: 
• Understand why the author has used 

certain words/phrases and express the 
impact it has on the reader. 

• Retell the story in order.
• Use the text to help them answer 

questions about the story. 
• Answer questions in full sentences. 
• Develop a deeper understanding of 

the story. 
Your child then bring the book home on 

Thursday. 





Once year 2 children have gone through all 
the reading Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
Revised stages, they become ‘free readers’. 
This is when they stop reading decodable 
books and move on to chapter books. 
Whilst the rest of the year group are taking 
part in their reading sessions, the ‘free 
readers’ are in the library, self selecting 
books; continuing to develop their reading 
for pleasure and developing their reading 
comprehension. 



Free readers = children who have learnt all the alternative phonemes and can read fluently 
(60-70 words per minute). 

Becoming a ‘free reader’ is where they enter the stage of reading independently for pleasure 
and continue to develop their reading comprehension by becoming engrossed in a text. 

Free readers reading level are assessed every half term and they come home with a book in 
line with their reading age. The book levels and reading ages for free readers are: 

Purple – Reading age 7.5 years– 8 years
Gold – Reading age 8 years – 8.5 years 
White or Grey – Reading age 8.5 years – 9 years 
Lime or thick chapter books – Reading age 9+ years 



Free readers read with 
their class teacher in a 1:1 
setting on a Tuesday. On 
Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, they work with 
their class teacher and 
peers (who are also free 
readers) reading and 
discussing a language rich 
text. 

Late one evening the Tear Thief crept into a 

town. The Tear Thief was invisible and carried a 

slivery waterproof sack on her back. Only if you 

happened to look into a puddle as she was passing 

could you see  what the Tear Thief looked like 

because a puddle was the one thing that showed 

her reflection. The Tear Thief had short spiky 

white hair and big grey eyes. She wore a 

handkerchief dress and silk slippers that made no 

sound as she walked. 



Once they finish reading 
the text they sit a reading 
comprehension paper 
which their class teacher 
marks and stores as 
evidence towards their 
end of Key Stage One 
results. 







We also have: 
• children taking part in 1:1 reading throughout the week. 
• daily whole class story time. 
• a weekly reading assembly.
• reading huts in our playground where children can enjoy a story during their 

playtime. 
• a variety of stories that are written by authors and feature characters that look 

like/ represent them.
• library 
• focus texts
• reading comprehension 
• celebrate reading days
• parents and volunteers reading with the children 



Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J







Reading at Home – Enjoy!

• Make reading visible; have books 
available in your home (notify your child’s class 
teacher if you need books). 

• Share books every day.

• Boys need to see that reading is 
something men do.

• Talk about books.

• Sit and listen - don’t do chores around 
the reader!

• Respect choices.










