
LQ: Can I understand what an algorithm is?

Steps to success

All: I can explain that an algorithm is a set of instructions.

I can understand that these instructions sometimes need to be carried 
out in order.

I can understand there can be more than one way to solve a problem.
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LQ: Can I understand what an algorithm is?



TP: 

Who put their trousers on before their top this morning?

Does it matter which you do first? Why?

Does a shirt and tie need to be put on in a specific order?

Do you think your partner got dressed in the same order as you this 
morning?

LQ: Can I understand what an algorithm is?



An algorithm is a list of step-by-step instructions in 
order to get a task done. Computers can follow 
algorithms, just like people.

It is important that each step in an 
algorithm is completed to achieve the 
correct outcome.

What Is an Algorithm?

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

What do you think the outcome of this algorithm is?



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsj3sk7/articles/z3whpv4

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsj3sk7/articles/z3whpv4


We use lots of different algorithms in our everyday lives. These are all examples of algorithms you 
might have followed.

Examples of Algorithms

Following a recipe to 
make cookies. 

Getting dressed.

Following directions to get 
to the park. 

Getting ready for bed. 

Can you think of any other algorithms that we might use everyday?



Spit out the 
toothpaste. 

7
Put some toothpaste on 

your toothbrush.

5
Brush all of your 

teeth. 

6

Turn off the tap.
4

Wet your 
toothbrush with 

water.

3
Turn on the tap.

2
Pick up your 
toothbrush.

1

Brushing your teeth is an example of an algorithm you follow everyday. 

What might happen if you did not follow these steps in the correct order?

Brushing Your Teeth



Take a bite and 
enjoy.

5
Spread butter on 

your toast. 

4

Wait for the toast to 
pop up.

3

Put the bread in the 
toaster.

2
Get two slices of 

bread.

1

Making toast is another example of an algorithm.

What might happen if you did not follow these steps in the correct order?

Making Toast



A computer game design.
c

A list of step-by-step instructions that a computer follows in 
order to get a task done.

b

A shopping list
a

Well done! That is 
correct. 

Quick Quiz

Try again.

Try again.

What is an algorithm?

Click on the correct definition below.



Directions to go to the shop.
c

Instructions to build a paper plane.
b

A recipe to make a smoothie.
a

Quick Quiz

Try again.

Try again.

Which of these is not an example of an algorithm?

A Christmas present list.
d

Try again.

Well done! That is correct. 

A Christmas present list is not an algorithm as it is not a list 

of step-by-step instructions and can be completed in any 

order.

Click on option you think is not an algorithm?



Quick Quiz

Decide which order this algorithm will follow. Click on each step to 
reveal the answer.

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Outcome

Switch the light 
off.

Change into 
pyjamas.

Get into bed. Brush your 
teeth.

Would this algorithm still work in a different order?



TASK

Create an algorithm for how to make toast.

Remember it has to be in order!

LQ: Can I understand what an algorithm is?

Self Assessment
Do you understand the features of a keyboard?


