


This is where we 
are right now.

We use these topics as a stimulus for cross-curricular teaching.

Why do you 

love me so 

much?

Is It 

Shiny?

Do Dragons 

Exist? 
Are eggs 

alive?

Why is 

water wet?

How many 

pebbles on a 

beach?



Each topic introduces new vocabulary. We use this vocabulary regularly.
Here are a few examples of the vocabulary which will be explored:  

dragon

friendly
bumpycastle

pretend

safe

strong

princess

fire

egg



Å Children will learn about castles and compare them 
and their inhabitants.

Å The children will get creative, developing existing 
skills and learning new ones.

Å Explore festivals and celebrations that happen at 
this time of year.

Å Learning about seasonal changes in  the weather
Do Dragons exist?



Children are supported to:
Å{ŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎκ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎŀǊŜǊǎΧ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ-

trying to talk about who they are and who is special to them.
Å Settle in and learn new routines and boundaries. 

Å We will be supporting the children to continue to develop the skills that 
they arrive with as they prepare for the next stage of their learning 
journey.

i.e. developing social skills to learn alongside their peers, communication 
and language skills to access the other areas of the curriculum and physical 
development for the practical skills needed for  leaning areas such as Maths 
and English. Being able to gain some independence. 





Add photos!





Å Separate from main carers 

Å Make choices about activities

Å Communicate their feelings ς
Calm themselves down if they become distressed-
modelling/ role play/stories/ songs/ circle time

Å Do age appropriate things by themselvesor ask for help and thrive 
as they develop self-assurance - Learn to use the toilet with help, 

and then independently.     eric.org.uk

Å Learn to respond to boundaries and follow routines 

Å Increasingly show interest and join in activities,  
engage in co-operative play opportunities- turn taking , 
waiting sharing. 

https://www.winterbournenurseryandinfants.co.uk/our-parents/parent-presentations-and-workshops/




Å Classeswill takepart in aΨDailyǿƻǊƪƻǳǘΩandDiscoDough. Thechildrenwill developmanipulationandcontrol.

Ψ²ǊƛǘŜŘŀƴŎŜΩsupportsthe developmentofŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎfine motor andpre writing skills

Å Exploredifferent materialsandtools- eg. usinga spadeto dig,a knife for slicing, a rollingpin for usingwith

doughor clay

Å Continueto developtheir movement,balancing,riding(scooters,trikesandbikes)andball skills.

Å Goup stepsandstairs,or climbup apparatus,usingalternatefeet.

Å Skip, hop,standon onelegandhold a posefor a gamelike musicalstatues.

Å Uselarge-musclemovementsto waveflagsandstreamers,paint andmakemarks

Å Starttakingpart in somegroupactivitieswhichthey makeup for themselves,or in teams

Å Increasinglybe able to useand remembersequencesand patternsof movementswhich are related to music

andrhythm.

Å Match their developingphysicalskillsto tasksandactivitiesin the setting. Forexample,they decidewhether to

crawl,walkor run acrossa plank,dependingon its lengthandwidth.



Books we may be sharing ςΨ5ƻƴΩǘ ²ŀƪŜ the 5ǊŀƎƻƴΩΣ Ψ5ǊŀƎƻƴ tƻŜƳǎΩΣ  ΨΩΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ Little tǊƛƴŎŜǎǎΩ stories by Tony Ross
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 5ǊŀƎƻƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻƻƪΗΩ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ
Å The children will have increased opportunities to read  and attempt to write their name
Å Enjoy sharing books with an adult multiple times, everyday.
Å Pay attention and respond to the pictures or the words.
Å Have favourite books and seek them out, to share with an adult, with another child, or to look at alone.
Å Understand the five key concepts about print:

- print has meaning - print can have different purposes
- we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom
- the names of the different parts of a book
- page sequencing

Å We will continue to encourage children to build a life long love of reading, 
as well as sharing songs and rhymes.





Å Count in everyday contexts, sometimes skipping numbers -Ψм-2-3-5ΦΩ
Å Build with a range of resources.
Å Compare sizes, weights etc. using gesture and language ς
ΨōƛƎƎŜǊκƭƛǘǘƭŜκǎƳŀƭƭŜǊΩΣ ΨƘƛƎƘκƭƻǿΩΣ ΨǘŀƭƭΩΣ ΨƘŜŀǾȅΩΦ

Å Notice patterns and arrange things in patterns.
Å Develop Ŧŀǎǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘƻ о ƻōƧŜŎǘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ όΨsubitisingΩύΦ
Å Recite numbers beyond 5.
Å Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.
Å Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total 
όΨŎŀǊŘƛƴŀƭ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜΩύΦ

Å Show ΨŦƛƴƎŜǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΩ ǳǇ ǘƻ р.
Å Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5



ÅMake connectionsbetween the features of their family and other
families.
ÅNoticedifferencesbetweenpeople.
ÅUseall their sensesin hands-on explorationof naturalmaterials.
ÅExplore collections of materials with similar and/or different

properties.
ÅPlantseedsandcarefor growingplants.
ÅExplorehow thingswork.



Å Start to make marks intentionally. Explore paint, using fingers and other parts of their bodies as well as 
brushes and other tools.

Å {ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƻƴŜ ǎǳƴƎ ōȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ όΨǇƛǘŎƘ ƳŀǘŎƘΩύΦ {ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƭƻŘƛŎ ǎƘŀǇŜ όƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƳŜƭƻŘȅΣ 
such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs.

Å Begin to engage in pretend then imaginative play / role play. Express ideas and feelings through making 
marks, and sometimes give a meaning to the marks.

Å Start to develop pretend play, pretending that one object represents another. For example, a child holds a 
ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ōƭƻŎƪ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ.

Å Remember and sing entire songs.
Å Use their imagination as they consider what they can do with different materials. 
Å Make simple models which express their ideas.
Å Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use these shapes to represent objects.
Å Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though they are not 

similar.
Å Join different materials and explore different textures.



1. Use different voices for each character, maybe use props.
2.   Exaggerate your facial expressions!
3. Emphasise rhyming words or phrases that repeat so your child can join in
4. Talk about the pictures ςuse your home language ifthis is easier
5.   Turn off the television (and find a quiet cosy place!)
6.   Ask questions(remember the 6)
7.   Listen to audio books and share songs and rhymes
8.   Visit your local library. (Thornton Heath is now open Saturdays 10-4)
9.   Read ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅΧŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭƻǾŜ ōŜŘǘƛƳŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΗ
10.Have fun and enjoy reading for as long as your child wants to!

10 tips for sharing stories at home with your child




